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Three Trends

Demographics

Globalization

Technology

M&C cite three trends that are affecting the growth on Adult Education. Each
affect the need for lifelong learning in unique ways.

Reading Note: These are the main section headings in the chapter. When
reading academic writing, start with a scan of the chapter to pick out the
important parts. Then read the conclusion at the end of the chapter, and
finally skim the text. Done? No, but now you’re oriented to the author’s
main points and can read the chapter closely. This may seem to take extra
time, but it is more efficient in the end.
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The Changing Society

Older

Better Educated

More Diverse

There are three demographic trends to be aware of:

1) The population is aging. Simply put, with more adults there will be more
adults in learning programs. But also as people live longer their interests
will have more time to grow.

2) Though the connection may not be obvious, a highly educated population
will tend to seek out more formal learning programs. They have the “habit”
of attending schools, and are used to formal learning programs to acquire
knowledge.

3) Diverse populations need programs such as English as a second language,
job training and enculturation.
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Globalization

Businesses relationship with learning

Change in workplace structure

Goods to services

Labor to skills

Learning organizations

Business in the 21st century is dominated by change. As markets have become
global the need to understand the realities of those market has led to the
concept of the “learning organization.” At an employee level, the shift away
from manufacturing has meant a priority is now placed on individual skills and
their use by organizations. In short, business and its employees must be
smarter, and constantly learning.
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Technology

Location of work

Access to learning

Drives need for learning

Changes relationship to learning

Technology has and will continue to revolutionize access to learning. Formal
institutions are trying to increase their use of distance learning on the web.
Beyond that, informal learning is now readily available for countless subject.
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So What?

Free agent nation

Adaptation means learning

Greater desire for learning


